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ABSTRACT

by Archie Tulin

Globally, there is a growing recognition of the vital role of the Indigenous
Cultural Communities/Indigenous Peoples (ICCs/IPs) in keeping and
maintaining the ecological integrity of our forests and in addressing the
climate crisis. However, despite this growing recognition, most of the ICCs/IPs
still face discrimination and are further alienated from their ancestral domains
due to a variety of factors such as development aggression, presence of
intrusive and extractive projects inside their ancestral domains, violation of
their fundamental rights especially of their right to Free Prior and Informed
Consent (FPIC), and the presence and enactment of inappropriate policies that
serves to limit the exercise of their rights.

For instance, the Higaunon ICCs/IPs in the Kimangkil-Kalanawan-Sumagaya-
Pamalihi (KKSP) mountain range in Northern Mindanao, since time
immemorial, have been managing approximately 100,000 hectares of forested
landscape. Their motivation to protect and conserve this forested landscape is
grounded on their intimate connection with the land, which serves as their
worship and sacred space, traditionally known as “Pina, Tulungdanon,
Patagonan”. These forested areas that are mostly primary forest are
community strict protection zones. Accordingly, the Higaunon ICCs/IPs in
KKSP have designated certain forested and adjoining areas as “Bahaw-bahaw,
Iglalaw, Salama'' i.e. traditional zones for hunting, farming, and gathering of a
number of non-timber forest products (NTFPs) for food security and livelihood
needs.
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Despite having a clear delineation of their ancestral domain, Higaunon
ICCs/IPs in KKSP face threats from development aggression and inappropriate
enactment of policies. Consequently, the Higaunon ICCs/IPs work on the
documentation and registration to appropriate registries of their ICCAs in
KKSP in a bid to ensure the protection and conservation of their sacred areas
as well as the recognition of their rights to their ancestral territory. Further, the
women and youth engaged in community-based enterprise development
activities, utilizing locally-available NTFP resources to promote sustainable
forest conservation practices and secure sustainable livelihood opportunities
for their members.
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